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This kind of distinction has of course been recognized since the Poetics. For
Aristotle, the imitation of actions in the real world, praxis, was seen as forming
an argument, logos, from which were selected (and possibly rearranged) the
units that formed the plot, mythos. (Chatman, 1975: 295)
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The Russian formalists, too, made the distinction, but used only two terms:. the
"fable" (fabula), [...], the "plot" (§uzet), [...].(ibid)
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The classic formalist statement is to be found in the work of Tomashevski: fable
is "the set of events tied together which are communicated to us in the course of
the work," or "what has in effect happened”; plot is "how the reader becomes
aware of what happened,” that is, basically, the "order of the appearance (of the
events) in the work itself." (Chatman, 1975: 296)
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And at the level of discourse, too, no statement of an event can be made in any
medium which does not include a subject. (Chatman, 1975: 313)
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If we are told (or shown) absolutely nothing more about someone than that he
loves a woman, we have been at least presented with the implicit description
"He'salover”. (ibid)
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Neither the thing represented (the signifié), if the art is figurative, nor the
representation (the signifiant) has a fixed temporal order.
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When | look at Matisse's Acrobat, bent over backwards so that the fingers touch
the ground, my eye does follow a certain path. But the direction of the
perceptual path is not controlled asit would bein literature or music: | can begin
either with the toes or with the fingers.
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Readers may wonder why | have not included causality as an essential
component of plot. Such aview is, of course, Aristotelian.
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Taking a narrative text's treatment of spatial existents and relations to be
particularly indicative, Stanzel distinguishes two main paradigms: "texts with
distinctly perspectival spatial presentation and texts with aperspectival spatial
presentation. (Jahn, 1999: 96)
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