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This would suggest he arrived in Baghdad, where he eventully settled in the
traditionally Shi'i quarter of al-Karkh, in the first decade of the new century.
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Resurgent Shi'ism and rising Socio-economic disorder and political

fragmentation, as much as any inherently legalistic tendencies, were factors in the
rise of tradi-tionism among Sunnis in this period.
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Rationalist-oriented theological discussion were a feature of the fifth Abbasid
Caliph Harun Al-Rashid (reg.170 / 786- 193 / 809).
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Who maintained that the sources of law were the literal... meaning of the Quran,
the prophetic traditions (hadith) and the legal opinions of the companions...
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And his contemporary Dawud B,Khalaf (d:270/ 883) — a kufan by birth who later
moved to Baghdad and was identified with the Zahiri school, from its adherents
argument that doctorine and practice ought to be based on the literal or external

(Zahir) meanings of the Quran and the hadith.
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The earlier preeminence of rationalist discourse
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In the last, narrated from Yaqubb. Yazid, the Imam stated that those who gave up
their allegiance to Ali, denied his virtue...
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The issue is important enough to have merited an unusual aside by al-kulayni
himself.
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Goldziher (P.201 n 98) referred to Ibn Babawayh as a 'famous shi'i theologian'.
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Amir-Moezzi (pp.86-7) cites the views of the shi'a on the 'Uthmanic codex as

noted by such heresiographers as al-Ash'ari (Maqalat, p- 47) and Ibn Hazm (d. 56/
1054) and then al-Isfari'ini (d. 471/ 1078-9)
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The twelfth Imam was born in the month of Shaban, most likely in 256/870. The
decades surrounding his subsequent disappearance following the death of his father,
the eleventh Imam al-Hassan al-Askari, in 260/874 to the death of Muhannad b.
Yaqub al Kulayni in 329/940, the compilor of the first of the 'four book' of Twelver

hadith, would seem to have been a distinctly inauspicious time for the Twelver
community.
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The association between Shi'ism and dissident uprisings, especially those of a
socio-economic and political nature, clearly in evidence during the first of the
century continued into the latter part of the century. Continuing decline in the
centre's revenues stemmed in part from the loss of Egypt and the Iranian provinces
out was especially exacerbated by the deteriorating conditions in Iraqi agricultural
centers, particularly the Sawad. Given the rising demands for foodstuffs placed on
the latter by the burgeoning urban complexes of Baghdad and Samarra and,
especially, the damage wrought to these areas by the second civil war and the siege
of Baghdad in 251/865 it is no conicidence that both of the major uprisings of the
latter half of the third/ ninth century — that of the Zanj (from 255/ 686-9 to 270/883)
and the Qaramatians (278/891 — 2 to 386/978) — occurred following the civil war
and the siege of Baghdad, arose in the Sawad and enjoyed the widespread popular
appeal of agricultural and commercial / trading elements. Both, moreover, possessed
overtly Shi'l associations, however imperfectly these can be understood based on the

accounts of those who feared them.
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The Shi'i Vizierates and the Rise of the Banu Nawbkht The composition of the
different factions of the centre of the Abbasid polity whose deliberations resulted in
the designation of the thirteen-year-old al-Mutadir (reg. 295/ 908 — 320/932) as
caliph well illustrate the religion-political configurations which dominated at the
elite level at the turn of the century. The Jarrahid Muhammad b. Dawud,
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representing the military/ merchant/ traditionist alliance, had argued for the son of
the caliph al-Mu'tazz, Although Ali b. 'Isa, the other Jarrahid consulted, made no
suggestion. The Shi'ite Ali b. al-Furat, representing the civilian elrie and some
palace interests, proposed al-Mukhtafi's brother, the young and potentially more
malleable, Ja'far, the choice of the caliph himself. The vizier, although apprehensive
of the power of three separate military groupings — one in the provinces and two in
the city, the latter including the police force — over such a youth, ratified this choice
at the caliph's death.
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